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The New Churchâ€™s Teaching series has been one of the most recognizable and useful sets of

books in the Episcopal Church. With the launch of the Churchâ€™s Teachings for a Changing World

series, visionary Episcopal thinkers and leaders have teamed up to revitalize the series with fresh

voices and style, making it grounded and thoughtful enough for seminarians and leaders, yet

concise and clear enough for newcomers.A leading thinker and vibrant presence at the intersection

of church and world, Winnie Varghese explores the â€œwhatâ€•, â€œhowâ€•, and â€œwhyâ€• of

Episcopal engagement with contemporary social issues. Like the master of the household in

Jesusâ€™ parable (Matthew 13:52) who â€œbrings out of his treasure what is new and what is

old,â€• Varghese leads readers to discover theological resources from generations past and how

they help to guide our action around thorny issues like racial justice, gender and sexuality,

economic disparity, definitions of â€œfamily,â€• the environment, and much more.
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This book is a great, practical teaching tool for the church, especially one just meeting the Social

Gospel. While not too deep, the author offers a diversity of resources and/or references that can be

further explored by the curious mind. While I understand the need for keeping the book concise, she

did make a few theological and historical leaps without sufficient explanation or citation.
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